
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

May 18, 2025 – The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 am 

St. James Episcopal Church, Woodstock, Vermont 

 

Prelude:  Music of J. S. Bach 

Peter Beardsley, Guest Organist  
 

Hymn 432 - O Praise Ye the Lord! Praise Him in the Height (Laudate Dominum) 

 

1. O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height; 

rejoice in his word, ye angels of light; 
ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were made, 

and worship before him, in brightness arrayed. 

 

2. O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth, 

in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth; 
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above, 

praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love. 

 

3. O praise ye the Lord! All things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord reecho around; 

loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone, 

and sweet harp, the story of what he hath done. 

 

4. O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song 
to him be outpoured all ages along! 

For love in creation, for heaven restored, 

for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!  

 

The Word of God 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

The Celebrant may say 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

Gloria in Excelsis (S278, The Hymnal 1982) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

   and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks, 

   we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

   receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

   Jesus Christ, 

   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 

your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow 
his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 

People Amen. 

 

First Lesson:  Acts 11:1-18 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 

also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 

them?" Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city 



of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 

sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 
close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 

reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up, Peter; kill 

and eat.' But I replied, `By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered from heaven, `What God 

has made clean, you must not call profane.' This happened three times; then 
everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to 

me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with 

them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 

accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen the 

angel standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household 

will be saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 

upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 

`John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If then God 

gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And 

they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance 

that leads to life." 

 Psalm 148 (BCP, page 805) 

 

1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; * 

  praise him in the heights. 
 

2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * 

  praise him, all his host. 
 

3 Praise him, sun and moon; * 

  praise him, all you shining stars. 

 

4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 

5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 

  for he commanded, and they were created. 
 

6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 
  he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, * 

  you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
 

 



8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 

  tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
 

9 Mountains and all hills, * 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 

10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 

  creeping things and wingèd birds; 
 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 

12 Young men and maidens, * 

  old and young together. 
 

13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, * 

  for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 

14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
  Hallelujah! 

 

Second Lesson: Revelation 21:1-6 

 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, 

 

"See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them as their God; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away." 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 

"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 

the spring of the water of life." 

 

 

 

 

 



Sequence Hymn 487 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life (The Call)  

 

1. Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:  

such a way as gives us breath;  

such a truth as ends all strife;  

such a life as killeth death. 

 
2. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:  

such a light as shows a feast;  

such a feast as mends in length;  

such a strength as makes his guest. 

 
3. Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:  

such a joy as none can move;  

such a love as none can part;  

such a heart as joys in love. 

 

The Gospel: John 13:31-35 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 

'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The Sermon: The Rev. Amy Spagna   

 

The Nicene Creed (BCP, page 358)  

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 



 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV (BCP, page 388)  
 

Deacon or other leader 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 



 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 

and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP, page 360) 

 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 



Silence may be kept. 

 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion  

 
Offertory Hymn 583 O Holy City, Seen of John (Morning Song)  

 

1. O holy city, seen of John, 

where Christ, the Lamb, doth reign, 

within whose foursquare walls shall 
come 

no night, nor need, nor pain, 

and where the tears are wiped from eyes  

that shall not weep again! 

 
2. O shame to us who rest content  

while lust and greed for gain  

in street and shop and tenement  

wring gold from human pain, 
and bitter lips in blind despair  

cry, "Christ hath died in vain!" 

3. Give us, O God, the strength to build 

the city that hath stood 

too long a dream, whose laws are love, 
whose crown is servanthood, 

and where the sun that shineth is 

God's grace for human good. 

 

4. Already in the mind of God 
that city riseth fair: 

lo, how its splendor challenges 

the souls that greatly dare— 

yea, bids us seize the whole of life 
and build its glory there.  



The Doxology: Hymn 380, vs. 3 (Old 100th)  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  Praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                      BCP, page 367    

 
The People remain standing. The Celebrant sings or says 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 

again he has won for us everlasting life.  

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus (S128, The Hymnal 1982)  

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 



world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 

the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 

to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 

of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Agnus Dei (S165, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.  

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 

 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 

 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Those unable to receive communion in person today are invited to say the following 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion. 

 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own 

parish and those worshiping there, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for 

creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, 

death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 
And particularly for the blessings given me.... I believe that you are truly present in the 

Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come 

into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and 

my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your 

grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 



(SOURCE: https://news.forwardmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spiritual-

Communion.pdf)  
 

Postcommunion Prayer (BCP, page 365)  

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 
Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.

 

Hymn 623 O What Their Joy and Their Glory Must Be (O quanta qualia) 

 

1. O what their joy and their glory must be, 

those endless Sabbaths the blessèd ones see; 

crown for the valiant, to weary ones rest: 

God shall be all, and in all ever blest. 

 
2. Truly, "Jerusalem" name we that shore, 

city of peace that brings joy evermore; 

wish and fulfillment are not severed there, 

nor do things prayed for come short of the prayer. 

 
3. There, where no troubles distraction can bring, 

we the sweet anthems of Zion shall sing; 

while for thy grace, Lord, their voices of praise 

thy blessed people eternally raise. 

 
 

 



4. Now, in the meanwhile, with hearts raised on high, 

we for that country must yearn and must sigh, 
seeking Jerusalem, dear native land, 

through our long exile on Babylon's strand. 

 

5. Low before him with our praises we fall, 

of whom, and in whom, and through whom are all; 
of whom, the Father; and in whom, the Son;  

through whom, the Spirit, with them ever One.  

 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Postlude: Intermezzo - Schroeder 

Peter Beardsley, Guest Organist  
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